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BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

45 CFR Part 102
RIN 0991-AC34

Annual Civil Monetary Penalties
Inflation Adjustment

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Financial Resources,
Department of Health and Human
Services.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) is updating its
regulations to reflect required annual
inflation-related increases to the civil
monetary penalty (CMP) amounts in its
statutes and regulations, under the
Federal Civil Penalties Inflation
Adjustment Act Improvements Act of
2015.

DATES:

Effective date: This final rule is
effective August 8, 2024.

Applicability date: The adjusted civil
monetary penalty amounts apply to
penalties assessed on or after August 8,
2024, if the violation occurred on or
after November 2, 2015.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Katrina Brisbon, Deputy Assistant
Secretary, Office of Acquisitions, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Financial
Resources, Room 536—H, Hubert
Humphrey Building, 200 Independence

Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20201;
(202) 260-6677.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Background

The Federal Civil Penalties Inflation
Adjustment Act Improvements Act of
2015 (section 701 of Pub. L. 114-74)
(the “2015 Act”’) amended the Federal
Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act
of 1990 (Pub. L. 101-410, 104 Stat. 890
(1990)), which is intended to improve
the effectiveness of CMPs and to
maintain the deterrent effect of such
penalties, requires agencies to adjust the
CMPs for inflation annually.

HHS lists the CMP authorities and the
amounts administered by all of its
agencies in tabular form in 45 CFR
102.3, which was issued in an interim
final rule published in the September 6,
2016, issue of the Federal Register (81
FR 61538). Annual adjustments were
subsequently published in the Federal
Register on February 3, 2017 (82 FR
9175), October 11, 2018 (83 FR 51369),
November 5, 2019 (84 FR 59549),
January 17, 2020 (85 FR 2869),
November 15, 2021 (86 FR 62928),
March 17, 2022 (87 FR 15100), and
October 6, 2023 (88 FR 69531).

I1. Calculation of Annual Inflation
Adjustment and Other Updates

The annual inflation adjustment for
each applicable CMP is determined
using the percent increase in the
Consumer Price Index for all Urban
Consumers (CPI-U) for the month of
October of the year in which the amount
of each CMP was most recently
established or modified. In the
December 19, 2023, Office of

Management and Budget (OMB)
Memorandum for the Heads of
Executive Agencies and Departments,
M-24-07, “Implementation of Penalty
Inflation Adjustments for 2024,
Pursuant to the Federal Civil Penalties
Inflation Adjustment Act Improvements
Act of 2015,” OMB published the
multiplier for the required annual
adjustment. The cost-of-living
adjustment multiplier for 2024, based
on the CPI-U for the month of October
2023, not seasonally adjusted, is
1.03241. The multiplier is applied to
each applicable penalty amount that
was updated and published for fiscal
year (FY) 2023 and is rounded to the
nearest dollar.

In addition to the inflation
adjustments for 2023, this final rule
makes a few non-substantive changes to
punctuation in the table in 45 CFR
102.3.

III. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews and Waiver of Proposed
Rulemaking

The 2015 Act requires Federal
agencies to publish annual penalty
inflation adjustments notwithstanding
section 553 of the Administrative
Procedure Act (APA). Section 4(a) of the
2015 Act directs Federal agencies to
publish annual adjustments no later
than January 15th of each year
thereafter. In accordance with section
553 of the APA, most rules are subject
to notice and comment and are effective
no earlier than 30 days after publication
in the Federal Register. However,
section 4(b)(2) of the 2015 Act provides
that each agency shall make the annual
inflation adjustments “notwithstanding
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section 553” of the APA. According to
OMB’s Memorandum M—-24-07, the
phrase “notwithstanding section 553"
in section 4(b)(2) of the 2015 Act means
that “the public procedure the APA
generally requires—notice, an
opportunity for comment, and a delay in
effective date—is not required for
agencies to issue regulations
implementing the annual adjustment.”

Consistent with the language of the
2015 Act and OMB’s implementation
guidance, the inflation adjustments set
out in this rule are not subject to notice
and an opportunity for public comment
and will be effective immediately upon
publication.

Pursuant to OMB Memorandum M-
24—-07, HHS has determined that the
annual inflation adjustment to the civil
monetary penalties in its regulations
does not trigger any requirements under

procedural statutes and Executive
Orders that govern rulemaking
procedures.

IV. Effective and Applicability Dates

This rule is effective on the date
specified in the DATES section of this
final rule. The adjusted civil monetary
penalty amounts apply to penalties
assessed on or after the date specified in
the DATES section of this final rule, if the
violation occurred on or after November
2, 2015 (i.e., the date of enactment of the
2015 Act). If the violation occurred
before November 2, 2015, or a penalty
was assessed before September 6, 2016,
the pre-adjustment civil penalty
amounts in effect before September 6,
2016, will apply.

List of Subjects in 45 CFR Part 102

Administrative practice and
procedure, Penalties.

For reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Department of Health and
Human Services amends subtitle A, title
45 of the Code of Federal Regulations as
follows:

PART 102—ADJUSTMENT OF CIVIL
MONETARY PENALTIES FOR
INFLATION

m 1. The authority citation for part 102
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Pub. L. 101-410, Sec. 701 of
Pub. L. 114-74, 31 U.S.C. 3801-3812.

m 2. Amend § 102.3 by revising table 1
to read as follows:

§102.3 Penalty adjustment and table.

* * * * *
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Xavier Becerra,

Secretary, Department of Health and Human
Services.

[FR Doc. 2024-17466 Filed 8-7-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4150-24-P

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION

46 CFR Parts 502 and 535
[Docket No. FMC—2024—-0014]

Policy Statement on the Potential Use
of an Investigatory Process To Support
Determinations Regarding Filed
Agreements That May Present
Anticompetitive Features

AGENCY: Federal Maritime Commission.
ACTION: Notification of availability.

SUMMARY: The Federal Maritime
Commission (Commission) is issuing
this document to advise the public of
the availability of a new policy
statement. The policy statement
describes the potential future use of the
agency’s administrative investigation
process to enhance its determinations
regarding agreements filed by ocean
common carriers or marine terminal
operators that may present
anticompetitive features under the
Shipping Act.

DATES: Policy statement On the
Potential Use of an Investigatory Process
to Support Determinations under 46
U.S.C. 41307(b) announced in this
document was issued on July 30, 2024.
ADDRESSES: The policy statement can be
found at the following link: https://
www2.fmc.gov/readingroom/
proceeding/24-25/.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David Eng, Secretary; Phone: (202) 523—
5725; Email: Secretary@fmc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On ]uly
30, 2024, the Commission issued a
policy statement to provide guidance
about the agency’s potential future use
of its administrative investigation
process to enhance its determinations
regarding agreements filed by ocean
common carriers or marine terminal
operators that may present
anticompetitive features.

As the policy statement explains,
such an administrative process can aid
in the Commission’s competition
analysis and enable it to present a more
comprehensive, well-supported
determination in any later court
proceeding seeking injunctive relief
under 46 U.S.C. 41307(b). This process
would occur under 46 U.S.C. 41302-04
and applicable FMC regulations.

The policy statement can be found at
the following link: https://

www2.fmc.gov/readingroom/
proceeding/24-25/.

This document is issued under
authority of 5 U.S.C. 552 and 46 U.S.C.
41302-04, 41307(b).

By the Commission.

David Eng,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-17201 Filed 8-7-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6730-02-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 52

[WC Docket Nos. 13-97, 07-243, 20-67; IB
Docket No. 16-155; FCC 23-75; FR ID
236587]

Numbering Policies for Modern
Communications

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Final rule; announcement of
effective date.

SUMMARY: In this document, the
Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau)
announces that the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) has
approved, for a period of three years, the
information collection associated with
the Commission’s revised Numbering
Authorization Application rules. This
document is consistent with Numbering
Policies for Modern Communications,
Second Report and Order, FCC 23-75,
which stated that the rules subject to
OMB approval would become effective
upon an announcement in the Federal
Register announcing their effective date.

DATES: The amendments to 47 CFR
52.15(g)(3)(ii)(B) through (F), (1), (K), (L),
and (N) and (g)(3)(x)(A) (amendatory
instruction 3), published at 88 FR
80617, November 20, 2023, are effective
on August 8, 2024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jordan Reth, Competition Policy
Division, Wireline Competition Bureau,
at (202) 418-1418, or email:
Jordan.Reth@fcc.gov. For additional
information concerning the Paperwork
Reduction Act information collection
requirements, contact Nicole Ongele at
(202) 418-2991 or Nicole.Ongele@
fec.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
September 21, 2023, the Commission
adopted Numbering Policies for Modern
Communications, Second Report and
Order, FCC 23-75, published at 88 FR
80617, November 20, 2023. In the
Second Report and Order, the
Commission adopted revisions to 47

CFR 52.15(g). Section 52.15(g) allows
interconnected Voice over internet
Protocol (VoIP) providers to apply for a
blanket authorization from the
Commission that, once granted, will
allow them to demonstrate that they
have the authority to provide service in
specific areas, thus enabling them to
request numbers directly from the
Numbering Administrators. This
information collection covers the
information and certifications that
applicants must submit in order to
comply with the Numbering
Authorization Application process. The
data, information, and documents
acquired through this collection will
allow interconnected VoIP providers to
obtain numbers with minimal burden or
delay while also preventing providers
from obtaining numbers without first
demonstrating that they can deploy and
properly utilize such resources. The
revisions the Second Report and Order
to this information collection are
necessary to further stem the tide of
illegal robocalls perpetrated by
interconnected VoIP providers, to
protect the nation’s numbering
resources from abuse by foreign bad
actors, and to advance other important
public policy objectives tied to the use
of our nation’s limited numbering
resources. The Commission stated that
these rule changes may contain new or
modified information collection
requirements that the Bureau
determined is required under the
Paperwork Reduction Act.

On April 19, 2024, OMB approved, for
a period of three years, the information
collection requirements relating to the
Numbering Authorization Application
rules contained in the Second Report
and Order. The OMB Control Number is
3060—1214. The Bureau publishes this
document as an announcement of the
effective date of the direct access
authorization rules adopted in the
Second Report and Order. If you have
any comments on the burden estimates
listed below, or how the Commission
can improve the collections and reduce
any burdens caused thereby, please
contact Nicole Ongele, Federal
Communications Commission, 45 L
Street NE, Washington, DC 20554.
Please include the OMB Control
Number 3060-1214 in your
correspondence. The Commission also
will accept your comments via email at
PRA@fcc.gov. To request materials in
accessible formats for people with
disabilities (Braille, large print,
electronic files, audio format), send an
email to fcc504@fcc.gov or call the
Consumer and Governmental Affairs
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